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The heart of darkness is a novel by Joseph Conrad whose central aim in writing this book was to depict the little difference that exists between the much-acclaimed civilized people and those who are deemed as savages. The text in its entirety raises grave questions concerning the issues of racism and imperialism. The author has successfully depicted the little difference that exists between these two worlds, the world of the civilized and that of the savages. He has done this through his critical depiction of both worlds using characters to traverse these societies and therefore, ably show that there is no much difference between the two acclaimed (Conrad, 2010). The aim of this paper, thus, is to evaluate the characters from the Heart of Darkness have a great urge to go into the African interior as well as what their thoughts concerning the indigenous peoples there are and how the characters treat them. 

Marlow and Kurtz are depicted as arrogant because of the way they behold themselves. For instance, Marlow views himself above the uncle, the manager and even above the brickmaker. On the other hand, Kurtz while among the native Africans establishes himself in the seat of power (Conrad, 2010). Both have high levels of obsessions in Africa. Their passion is what leads them into having great desires into venturing into the African interior. Marlow obsesses not only with Africa but also in finding Kurtz. On the other hand, Kurtz’s obsession revolves around the acquisition of as much ivory as he can acquire (Conrad, 2010). Notably, both men have strong connections which help them in gaining access to power positions within the organization. Nevertheless, both men suffer from the loss of reality. For instance, Kurtz’s obsessions led him to fantasize about his power thus losing touch with reality while Marlow’s passions drive him into the fantasy world of the jungle. 
Notably, despite the desire that each of the two has to conquer the wilderness, they evidently become victims of the wilderness. For instance, when Marlow observes the dance of the native Africans at the shower, he wonders to himself concerning the reasons he has not yet gone ashore not only for a howl but also for a dance (Conrad, 2010). Later on, he discusses the possibilities of Kurtz presiding over the dances held at midnight. Nevertheless, these midnight dances end up in the occurrence of specific unspeakable rites. 

The last comparison that the author makes to distinguish to the readers concerning the little difference that exists between the civilized and the savages’ world involves the way that both men are treated by the native Africans and how they, in turn, treat them. Although Marlow comes off as a nice and ethical person, he does nothing concerning the horrible scenarios he encounters of black slavery (Conrad, 2010). He treats his cannibals well. Marlow’s realization that Europe too was once considered primitive before it gained civilization. One of the ways that Marlow shows his kindness to the native Africans is by giving a starving slave biscuit (Conrad, 2010). The other reason for treating the savages well pertains the treatment that he too once starts getting. He becomes considered as a savage and is treated like one. 

In sum, the author profoundly passes his ideas across to the readers. He further depicts the lack of difference between the savages and the civilized through the depiction he shows of the characters in the book. Finally, the author succeeds in showing the sole intent of these characters and how their obsessions change and influence them.
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